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Dear Friends in the Lord Jesus Christ,

One of the most compelling testimonies of true and spiritual worship from the heart of a new 
testament believer is found in Philippians 1:20-21. In these verses Paul declares, “according to 
my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness as 
always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by  death. For me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  Paul is declaring that the only valuable and meaningful life is 
found in knowing Jesus Christ and responding to Him with a life of authentic worship, by follow-
ing Christ; serving Christ; and sharing Christ! I believe Paul is teaching us the nature of true and 
acceptable worship in these awesome verses! He testifies of his personal desire and determina-
tion to live the totality of his life for the glory of God and the magnification of Jesus Christ! Genu-
ine worship is far more than an hour of singing and listening to a sermon on Sunday morning. 
Authentic worship is a lifestyle which includes all of the multifaceted colors of the spectrum en-
compassed throughout our daily living. 

Whatever we do, we are told to do it all for the glory of God! So, genuine worship then becomes 
a reality, when we are living the totality of our lives with a passion and purpose for the glory of 
God! True worship is to live our lives in such a manner, that we are clearly demonstrating that 
Jesus Christ is our most satisfying treasure and supreme pleasure! We are to daily manifest, 
through our lifestyle, that Jesus Christ is the center of our universe; and that He is the One who 
satisfies our souls! Paul goes on to testify, “So now also, Christ will be magnified in my body, 
whether by life or by death.” He could honestly proclaim that the Holy Spirit was reigning in his 
life in such a way, that Jesus was being magnified as the focal point of his existence! 

The word “magnify” is the word that we would use in relation to a mag-
nifying glass. A person would use the instrument to increase the signifi-
cance of a particular object. Brothers and sisters, when others watch you 
as you walk through the successes of life, as well as, the difficulties, dis-
tresses and disasters of life, and yet, observe you continuing to embrace 
Jesus in true and acceptable worship, this magnifies the reality of Jesus 

Christ in a powerful way! The Lord Jesus may appear to be very small and distant to unbelievers; 
but when someone is living a life of worship before them, by living a life for the glory of God, in 
the mountain tops and the valleys of life, this makes the reality of Jesus Christ very close, very 
real, and very visible to them! Friends, God has redeemed us to be true and spiritual worship-
pers, by living our lives with a genuine zeal in our hearts for the supremacy of Jesus, and the glory 
of God IN ALL THINGS! Oh brothers and sisters, may each of us be found in 2010, worshipping our 
Lord and God, in spirit and in truth!            

Reflecting on all of the tremendous experiences that Bro. Garry Morrison and I were blessed with 
on this most recent outreach to eastern Cuba, I can only exclaim from my heart, “Glory to GOD in 
the highest”! It was certainly one of the most awesome time of ministry that we have experi-
enced in communist Cuba. I knew that it would be, because of all of the prior attacks that we 
were receiving on our website, from Muslim hackers.  It was apparent the hackers had 
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specifically targeted our ministry. On three different occasions previous to the Cuba trip, a Muslim terrorist group had 
successfully targeted EdLacyministries.org. When our viewers would log into the website, they would see things such as 
an armed terrorist, with slogans such as ‘allah is the only true god’ and threats of death. It was an obvious attack from 
the enemy himself, to intimidate and to strike fear into our hearts! But greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the 
world! We have learned through these many years, that when adversity is coming to the child of God, you know GLORY 
is following close behind, if we will respond in worship of the Lord; trust in the Lord; and submission to the Lord, in the 
middle of the storm! And friends, the Glory of God was manifested in numerous and powerful ways, throughout this 
conference in Holguin, Cuba!

Over 400 church planting missionaries, house church leaders, and other lay leaders, attended 5 evenings, for 3 hours of 
teaching each night, from our most recent workbook study, entitled "Redeemed to Worship”. It is always such a privilege 
and absolute joy to teach brothers and sisters who have such an insatiable appetite for the Word of God.  It is so won-
derful to know in your heart, that these truths are not just being heard, but will be multiplied in the lives of thousands of
believers throughout the mission churches, house churches, and other churches all over the Holguin province in Eastern 
Cuba! Bro. Garry and I both sensed a great liberty and a powerful assistance of the Holy Spirit, as we taught these 10 
sessions on the essential issue of  “living the totality of our lives for the glory of God, in true and spiritual worship”. Each 
night there was a higher intensity and expectation than the previous evening. The only issue that Bro. Garry and I strug-
gled with, was the overwhelming feeling that these precious believers should be doing the teaching; and we should be 
doing the listening! When the conference concluded, there were literally hundreds of written testimonies from the mis-
sionaries and leaders, sharing how the Lord used His truths concerning worship, to impact their lives and ministries! 

Bro. Garry Morrison, who has sacrificed his time and effort, to translate all of the material into Spanish, as well as to 
minister alongside of me on numerous trips, shared the following words of rejoicing,                                                                                                                                                                         

  

During the daytime, it was our joy to visit some of the homes and churches of the 18 church planters, which are under 
the umbrella of Maranatha Baptist Church, the host church for the conference. This mother church has a membership of 
900 believers; and also under their leadership and care they have 18 mission churches and 60 house churches. Because 
of the support of individuals for the Cuban outreach, along with Faith Baptist Church, we have the privilege to support 
the total annual salary of 13 of these church planters. We hope to extend that to include 5 new missionaries next year. 
These church planters live on 20 euros a month, (which is the equivalent of 30 U.S. dollars). This comprises their total 
salary for their living and ministry output. Maranatha Baptist Church oversees the ministries and support of these mis-
sionaries. We are praying about taking on the 5 new missionaries in full-time support.  

Brothers and sisters, we are seeing New Testament Christianity “lived out” in every way within the lives of these Cuban 
missionaries. They are serving the Lord faithfully in the midst of great financial destitution and growing political            

“The one thing we both can honestly say is that the church in Cuba is alive and well, and the church in the USA 
has a lot to learn from them. Under decades of this communist regime, the body of Christ has had to depend on 
the power of God for their sole resource for doing God's work, God's way, for God's glory. When we minister in 
the church in Cuba, it is like walking into the book of Acts! There is no other way to explain what is happening 
there. They have so little in human resources; and yet they depend on the Lord, and do so much. They are reach-
ing their cities and their country with the Gospel of Jesus Christ; they are faithfully discipling those who are con-
verted; and they have a tremendous passion to love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. In the last year or so here 
in the U.S., we have been talking about our economic crisis; but these believers in Cuba have been in an eco-
nomical crisis of total destitution since 1959! And yet in the midst of it all, millions of Cubans have come to hear 
about, believe in, and surrender to Jesus Christ. Because of the economic destitution and political oppression, 
the church of Jesus Christ has had no other option than to be a true ‘New Testament Church’. So literally, what 
you read in the book of Acts is exactly how the Cuban Christians live. This was my 8th trip to Cuba, but I can tell 
you that far more than me ministering to them, they have ministered to me, through their example of love, their 
passion and their dedication for the Lord.”

WORSHIPPING THE LORD IN THE VALLEY OF ADVERSITY
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oppression. They are living the totality of their lives and ministries for the glory of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Two of 
the missionaries that we support, (Manuel and Eduardo), are presently battling cancer. Manuel has been battling cancer for 3 
or 4 years. One of his legs has already been amputated, due to the effects of the cancer. The disease has now metastasized to 
his lungs. And yet, throughout all of this tremendous affliction, he has continued to pastor his mission church, (Upper Room 
Baptist Church), as well as a number of home cell groups. There are 60 born again believers that meet in his concrete block 
home, twice a week, for worship and Bible study. Pastor Manuel’s house is on the 2nd floor of this building, with extremely 
narrow stairs. I can’t even comprehend how he makes it up the stairs to his home; much less the reality that he is continuing
to witness to the lost and minister to the saints all over his district, while he struggles and suffers from this dreaded disease. 
But it is amazing, the church that he pastors is the fastest growing mission of all of the missions around this city! But there is 
even more! Out of his suffering a new hospital ministry has been birthed. Every-time that Manuel has to check into the hospi-
tal for chemo, or other cancer treatments, (which is usually for a week every month), all of the hospital staff says, "Our pastor 
is back"!  A number of souls have been converted to Jesus Christ, during his hospital stays; and these people are now actively 
involved in the church. Even though Manuel is suffering from cancer himself, he sees the hospital as one of his mission fields, 
to evangelize the lost and edify other believers who are suffering with health issues!

Eduardo, one of the other missionaries that we support, is also in the midst of walking through the adversity of thyroid can-
cer. During one of the breaks between the 2 evening sessions, Eduardo came into a room where Garry and I were getting re-
freshments, and we had an opportunity to fellowship personally together. Friends, we could literally see the “GLORY OF 
CHRIST” on his countenance, as he shared about the manifest presence and power of Jesus in his life through this great trial!
He joyfully shared with us how precious the presence of Jesus has been to him, during this tormenting storm. Bro. Eduardo 
also is continuing to pastor his mission and the house churches under the jurisdiction of his mission work, even as he walks 
through the reality of cancer. He too, is being faithful to continue to worship the Lord; plant a mission; pastor his people and
evangelize the lost, even as he travels through this terrible affliction. One of the sessions in my study on worship is entitled, 
“Worshipping The Lord In The Valley Of Adversity”.  As I watched these 2 brothers “living out”, the truths stated in this ses-
sion before our eyes, it was a tremendous encouragement and challenge to my life!

We also had the tremendous privilege to have a meal with one of the other church planters, named Radolfo. Tears freely 
rolled down his cheeks, as he shared his testimony of conversion in 2000, at the age of 52. He was an engineer by trade;  and
an atheist member of the communist party. By Cuban standards, he was doing well. He shared with me that his testimony 
was exactly like mine. He too, was an atheist musician. His wife was converted to Christ before him and just like Dianne, his
wife, lived a transformed life before him. She continually prayed for his lost soul, even as he mocked her ‘worshipping life’! 
But nine years ago, he visited Maranatha Baptist Church. Upon hearing the Word of God preached, he was gloriously con-
verted to the Lord Jesus. The Lord radically changed his heart and life. Three years after his conversion, (just like me), the Lord 
called him to be a full-time missionary. He is 60 years old now; and he has been a church planter for 6 years. Riding on his 
bicycle, he ministers all around his particular district in Holguin. He openly wept, as he shared about the awesome things that 
the Lord is doing in him and through him in the mission church that he pastors!

  

On Saturday afternoon, we had the blessing of having lunch with another one of these new pastors, working with Maranatha, 
named Rafael. This is the 3rd church, in which he has served as a pastor. He began our lunch with these words, “When I heard 
that you were coming to teach this conference, I was so excited, because I have a special testimony that I want to share with
you and Garry. Before my conversion to the Lord Jesus, I was heavily involved in spiritism. But in 1996, I was invited to attend
an evangelistic crusade at 4th Baptist Church in Santiago de Cuba. That night, 13 years ago, you and 2 others shared the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. I remember every detail of what took place that night; for on that evening, I was gloriously converted to the 
Lord!” Rafael rehearsed every song that was sung and every detail of the gospel message that he heard that night. Three 
years after some very intense discipleship, the Lord called him into full-time ministry. The is the first time that he had been 
able to attend one of the conferences in person; but he testified that he had studied all of the workbooks that I have taught in 
Cuba, through other pastors who had given them to him. He was so excited that he was going to be able to attend this confer-
ence in person.

FRUIT THAT REMAINS

We have already received the invitation for next year. Bro. Garry and I have been asked to teach on the GRACE OF GOD next Decem-
ber.  Also, the president of the worship leadership department for the entire convention, who attended this conference, asked us if 
we would stay some extra days next year, and teach this workbook on “Redeemed to Worship” to all of the worship leadership for 
the entire Eastern Baptist Convention. I believe that there are 250 worship leaders in this convention. That would take place at the 
Seminary in Santiago de Cuba. Please pray with us, as we have these continued opportunities to be a channel of blessing to these
missionaries, both spiritually and materially.
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Well, I could go one and on. But I do have to share how the Lord supplied enough funds to meet a number of personal needs in the lives of 
church planters. Another ministry that has begun at Maranatha Baptist is one to senior adults. In Cuba, many seniors are placed into to the 
communist rest homes, where hundreds of older people are basically forsaken. The “so-called” rest home is just one big room with a few hun-
dred beds in it. Each elderly person receives one set of cloths, and served only one meal a day, (which is not even a decent meal). They basi-
cally live in the midst of filth, with little or no attention given to them. However, this church has seized an opportunity to begin a powerful 
ministry in this place. They are feeding and clothing the people, cleaning them and caring for them. The Lord has opened the doors to preach 
the Gospel to these 200 needy people. Eleven of these elderly people where recently converted to Christ and baptized at the church.  We 
were able to give the funds for the entire budget for this coming year for this senior ministry, which was only $1,000. GLORY TO GOD!!! Also, 
we were able to give the funds for an extension of the 2nd floor building, where Manuel’s ministry, Upper Room mission church meets. These 
funds will enable them to accommodate the 60 baptized believers that are attending church in his home. In addition, $1,000 was given to 
further the construction at 3rd Baptist Holguin, which is nearing its completion. Last year, we gave $2,000 toward that building. By our next 
visit, this project should be completed. In all, the Lord enabled us to give over $10,000 in missionary support; food expenses for the confer-
ence; 2 building projects; and the senior adult ministry! I wish that everyone of you could read the stack of testimonies of what the Lord ac-
complished through the conference on Worship, to gain a deeper sense of how your prayers and gifts benefit in so many ways. It would liter-
ally take a book to record them all!

Also, we held an evangelistic outreach night at Maranatha Baptist Church on Sunday evening. The church was absolutely packed. There were 
at least 100 people standing outside! Upon the conclusion of the evening, there where many adults of all ages, who came out of the counsel-
ing room, giving a testimony that they had been transformed from rebels into worshippers! It is such a great comfort to know that individual 
believers from the church will disciple these new believers in the fundamentals of the faith for the next 21 weeks. After observing their lives, 
and going through this study, they will hold a special service that will be entirely devoted  to their  baptism. They will use this time as a time of 
rejoicing, as well as a time to invite lost family and friends, to hear about their change lives.  

It is hard to believe we have begun a new year—2010!  Time seems to be passing so quickly.  Yet, when we think of all that tran-
spired in 2009, it is truly amazing to recount all the things the Lord accomplished through this simple ministry.  We are eternally 
grateful to the Lord for all the opportunities that has been granted to us and continues to be opened for us to share the glorious 
gospel.  Truly we serve a great and awesome God and He is at work through out this world.

We are also very thankful for you.  You are a great source of encouragement to us; and also to the many that we minister to.  We 
want to thank you for faithfully standing with us through these days.  As you read through this newsletter, you can see a small 
sample of how the Lord has used your partnership with us.  So, dear friends, we pray that you will be encouraged because the 
Lord is using your prayers and your financial support to minister to many, not only here in the U.S., but all over the world.  We 
realize that we are merely the conduit of all the Lord is doing through these places. Our Faithful God is using you to not only bless 
us, but also using you to be a great blessing to so many others.  Thankfulness truly abounds in our hearts upon every remem-
brance of you.  

Our prayer for this new year, is that all of us will be found faithful, following diligently after our Lord. May we magnify the charac-
teristics of our Lord, whether we find ourselves at times on the mountaintops or in the valley of adversities. We pray that 2010
will be filled with spiritual prosperity for you. We pray that Jesus will be your most satisfying treasure, your most supreme pleas-
ure; that He, will daily be the center of your universe, and He will be the One who satisfies your soul. Oh, may each of us be found 
in 2010, worshipping our Lord and God, in spirit and in truth.                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                               Romans 12:1-2

Ed & Dianne Lacy

THANKFULNESS ABOUNDS!

SPECIAL PRAYER REQUEST!

By the time you receive this newsletter, Ed will be preaching in Nicaragua.  He is teaching Christ-Centered Evangelism for all the pastors of the 
Nicaraguan Mennonite Convention.  Please pray for this tremendous opportunity. I ask you to pray particularly for Ed, physically.  He’s traveling 
sick. He was just beginning to recovery from sinusitis and bronchitis, when he began suffering additional problems from the medication for 
these two things.  The pain from the neuropathy is always an on-going issue, so when anything else is added, it becomes quite difficult to func-
tion properly, especially with the demanding schedule of a mission trip.  I am thankful, especially in a time like this, that the Lord sweetly bids 
us to come before Him and let our request me made known.  Please join with me in praying that the Lord will be magnified through Ed, 
whether it is in sickness or in health.  His will be done.  


